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On Jan. 10, spokespersons for the country's major trade union confederation, the PIT-CNT, told
reporters that union leaders will meet Jan. 14 to decide on a 24-hour general strike tentatively set
for Friday, Jan. 18. The strike would be a protest against the government's 11% pay hike for public
employees. The increase would also be mandated as a minimum for private sector workers who
fail to reach collective bargaining agreements with employers. Most private sector trade unions
representing 95% of employees reached agreements with employers. The average wage hike in
the private sector, effective since Dec. 1, was 38%. The increase, which went into effect on Jan. 1,
was articulated as compensation for consumer price level inflation in the last quarter of the year.
Union leaders had called for a minimum 30% hike at the beginning of the year, pointing out that
fourth quarter inflation surpassed 35%. Public sector employees have participated in partial work
stoppages since Jan. 1. Among the most militant are employees of state-run banks. On Jan. 11, when
government officials announced there would be no change in wage policy, the PIT-CNT responded
by calling for a nationwide strike on Jan. 25, and the State Employee Organization Confederation
(COFE) announced a 48-hour general strike. COFE spokespersons promised that they would shut
down distribution of fuel and energy throughout the country. Government officials threatened
"severe sanctions" on Jan. 14. Spokespersons for the Labor and Social Security Ministry asserted
that existing legislation defines a strike as "illegal" unless intent to strike is communicated at least
seven days beforehand. The Agence France Presse reported fuel shortages in major cities and tourist
resort areas during the weekend. The shortages were the result of state-run oil company employees
participating in four-hour work stoppages per six-hour shift. [Basic data from El Pais (Uruguay),
01/09/91, 01/10/91; AFP, 01/11/91, 01/14/91]
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